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PLEASE Support HOUSE BILL 5377
The Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association supports House Bill 5377 (Mautino) which amends the Veterinary Medicine and Surgery Practice Act of 2004 (225 ILCS 115/). Among its many changes, the bill:

1. Affirms that no person may practice veterinary medicine in the State except within the context of a veterinarian-client-patient relationship. 

2. Changes the definition of "veterinarian-client-patient relationship" to include a licensed veterinarian who has access to the animal patient's records and has been designated by the veterinarian with the prior relationship with the animal patient to provide reasonable and appropriate medical care if he or she is unavailable. 

3. Adds and clarifies exemptions from the Act for certain specified persons. 

4. Clarifies the veterinarian’s obligations with respect to patient records. Requires a veterinarian to maintain patient records, which shall include certain specified information, for a minimum of 5 years from the date of the last known contact with an animal patient. 

5. Makes several key changes and additions to definitions. 

6. Increases the maximum civil penalty allowed for a violation of the Act from $5,000 to $10,000. 

7. Amends the Regulatory Sunset Act by extending the repeal date of the Veterinary Medicine and Surgery Practice Act of 2004 from January 1, 2014 to January 1, 2020.







The Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association has been advancing the well-being of the veterinary profession, animals, public and the environment since 1883.


