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Please Support House Bill 5377 and Senate Bill 3712
Response to Position Paper from the 

Illinois Alliance for Animal Owners’ Rights, Inc.

The Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association supports integrated and collaborative care for animals. At the same time, veterinarians are affirmative in their professional and legal responsibility to promote the public health, safety, and welfare by ensuring the delivery of competent veterinary medical care and are subject to State regulation and control in the public interest. This important responsibility has been entrusted to the veterinary profession since 1899, when the first Veterinary Medicine and Surgery Practice Act was adopted in the State of Illinois.

The veterinary profession is not creating a monopoly. In fact, as authorized by the Veterinary Medicine and Surgery Practice Act of 2004, other licensed and regulated professionals are allowed to assist in the care of animals in an integrated fashion. The law allows for assistance by these licensed professionals, but requires a veterinarian with a veterinarian-client-patient relationship to request the assistance; requires the animal owner’s informed consent; and requires supervision of the non-veterinarian provider by the veterinarian.

The “practitioners” represented by the Illinois Alliance for Animal Owners’ Rights IAAOR:

1. Are not regulated by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation or any other state agency. 

2. Have no practice act that regulates and protects consumers or the animal owners they represent.  

3. Have no accredited education requirements.

4. Have no accredited system for credentialing.

5. Do they carry liability insurance for their treatments and therapies?

Veterinarians that have committed themselves to obtaining specialized training are now filling any voids in alternative and complementary therapies. Chiropractic, physical therapy, acupuncture, and holistic medicine are among the modalities in which properly educated, trained and credentialed veterinarians are now available. 

Our society does not condone people doing anything they want to animals – otherwise, we would not have public health, animal welfare and anti-cruelty laws.  Many of the therapies offered to animals have absolutely no scientific or measureable benefit. The State of Illinois (and every other state) adopted veterinary practice acts to guard against unlicensed and unregulated practice of veterinary medicine and protect against the risk it poses to the health and welfare of animals and the public. 
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